
January 13, 2017 

Dear Governor Inslee, 

We are writing to invite you to meet with community members in the lower Yakima Valley who have 

been impacted by agricultural pollution, specifically from concentrated animal feeding operations 

(CAFOs), within the next couple weeks.  With the Department of Ecology finalizing a permit for CAFOs 

this month, we urge you to learn first-hand about the impacts that these operations have had on 

community members and their drinking water, before a final permit is issued. 

As we noted in a September 2016 letter to you, we are concerned that a weak permit will undermine 

your administration’s commitment to defending the environment and public health. 

CAFOs pose a potent public health threat to communities in Washington State that already face 

significant environmental and socioeconomic burdens. As OneAmerica organizers learned through a 

community survey in 2015, many residents of the Lower Yakima Valley are unable to drink their water 

due to unsafe levels of nitrates. Much of the local population is disproportionately impoverished, 

linguistically isolated, and uninsured; the area cannot afford a public health threat as potent as manure 

pollution. Worse still, the overlapping phenomena of renter-occupied households and homes served by 

private wells renders residents highly susceptible to drinking water contamination, and positions the 

Department of Ecology as their first – and perhaps only – line of defense. 

In Washington State we have over 260,000 dairy cows that produce over 26 million pounds of manure 

every day, with 17% and 37% of those cows in Whatcom and Yakima Counties, respectively.  That equals 

4.4 million pounds of manure produced every day in Whatcom County and 9.6 million pounds of manure 

produced every day in Yakima County. 

The consequences are already evident in our state waterways and drinking water supplies – manure 

from industrial dairies contribute to shellfish bed closures plaguing Puget Sound (as confirmed by the 

WA Department of Health and other state agencies), Department of Ecology reports that 29 percent of 

sampled wells in the Sumas Blaine Aquifer in Whatcom County exceed the nitrate maximum 

contaminant level of 10 mg/L, and more than 20 percent of wells used for drinking water in the Lower 

Yakima Valley exceed this level. 

Clean water is vital to our health and our environment, and here in Washington State, it’s integral to our 

quality of life. 

Given your commitment to a clean environment and protecting public health, we hope that you will join 

and listen to community members who have been directly impacted by CAFO pollution and whose 

livelihood depends on a strong permit. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request.   

Sincerely, 

 

 



Bruce Speight 
Executive Director 
Environment Washington 

 
Mindy Roberts 
Puget Sound Program Director 
Washington Environmental Council 
 

 
Rick Stolz 
Executive Director 
One America 

 
Melissa Malott 
Executive Director 
Citizens for a Healthy Bay 

 
Peter Bloch-Garcia 
Executive Director 
Progreso: Latino Progress 

 
Amy Van Saun 
Legal Fellow 
Center for Food Safety 
 

Paul Dillon 

Public Affairs Manager 
Planned Parenthood Votes Northwest and Hawaii 
 

Jean Mendoza 

Executive Director 
Friends of Toppenish Creek 
 



 
Margie Van Cleve 
Chair 
Sierra Club Washington State Chapter 
 

Karlee Detherage 

Policy Analyst, Clean Water Program 

RE Sources for Sustainable Communities 

Buck Ryan 

Buck Ryan 
Executive Director 
Snake River Waterkeeper 
 


