
December 7, 2017 

Dear Senator Murray, 

We are writing to ask you to support an EPA appropriations bill that restores full funding for EPA 

programs, and that does not include anti-environmental riders. 

To build on the progress of recent decades, funding for the EPA and the state and local efforts it 

supports should be increased, not cut. The agency needs money to continue its critical role in supporting 

cleanup of past pollution, protecting public health from dangerous air pollution, and restoring damaged 

rivers and streams so that they can provide clean water.  

For example, ensuring that people who live in the Puget Sound region have continued access to clean 

water requires full funding for the EPA.  Salmon and other wildlife populations struggle, past industrial 

pollution in some areas has made fish unsafe to eat, and untreated sewage pollutes shellfish beds.  But 

with the dedicated work of local, state and federal governments – along with residents – the long 

process of restoring Puget Sound to health is underway.   

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has been essential to those efforts – supporting and 

working with state and local efforts to keep pollution out of our waterways, hold polluters accountable, 

restore degraded waterways to health, and study and monitor Puget Sound to ensure its future health 

and safety. 

Continued progress at cleaning up existing sources of pollution and addressing new sources of 

contamination requires full funding for the EPA’s clean water efforts. The agency needs resources to 

establish pollution limits that protect human health, and to make sure that polluters abide by those 

pollution standards. The agency needs money to continue its critical role in supporting cleanup of past 

pollution, and restoring damaged rivers and streams so that they can provide clean water. The EPA also 

needs funding to help it identify and respond to future threats to clean water.  

The EPA appropriations bill, in its current form, also includes numerous anti-environmental policy 

‘riders,’ including one that would allow the Administration to repeal the Clean Water Rule without 

meaningful public engagement and without a robust record or rationale for their action. This 

undemocratic action sidesteps local input, silencing those who depend on clean water for drinking, 

fishing, swimming, and way of life.   

Forty eight percent of all stream miles in the Puget Sound Watershed would be left without federal 

protections by U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), if the Clean Water Rule is repealed.  The 

Clean Water Rule restored federal protections to half our nation’s streams and thousands of wetlands 

across the country, including 7,671 miles of streams in the Puget Sound basin.  Such a repeal would stop 

protecting drinking water sources for 1 in 3 Americans, including 2 million people who live in Puget 

Sound basin counties. 

The Clean Water Rule policy rider is one of many that aims to undermine key environmental protections.  

The EPA budget bill is not the time to take up other, non-budgetary policy items.  Any other policy items 

should be considered on their own merit by Congress in a separate vote.   

We urge you to stand firm in supporting full funding for EPA programs and to oppose any anti-

environmental riders in the bill. 



Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Bruce Speight 
Executive Director 
Environment Washington 
 
Ann Russell 
Clean Water Program Manager 
RE Sources for Sustainable Communities 
 
Melissa Malott 
Executive Director 
Citizens for a Healthy Bay 
 
Megan Friesen 
Conservation Manager 
Seattle Audubon Society 
 
Wendy McDermott 
Director, Rivers of Puget Sound and Columbia 
Basin 
American Rivers 
 
Gus Gates 
Washington Policy Manager 
Surfrider Foundation 
 
Alyssa Barton 
Policy Analyst & Executive Coordinator 
Puget Soundkeeper Alliance 
 
Jerry White, Jr 
Spokane Riverkeeper 
 
Buck Ryan 
Executive Director 
Snake River Waterkeeper 
 
Darlene Schanfald, Secretary 
Olympic Environmental Council 
 
Heather Trim 
Executive Director 
Zero Waste Washington 
 
 

Ellen Southard 
Puget Sound Outreach Manager 
Salmon Safe 
 
Trish Rolfe 
Executive Director  
Center for Environmental Law & Policy (CELP) 
 
Dave Peeler 
President of the Board 
Deschutes Estuary Restoration Team 
 
Kate Pflaumer 
Board Member  
Puget Soundkeeper Alliance 
Former US Attorney W Dist WA  
 
Arthur (R.D.) Grunbaum 
FOGH (Friends of Grays Harbor) 
 
Jean Mendoza 
Executive Director 
Friends of Toppenish Creek 

http://www.celp.org/

